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Because some of us may be surprising people and so maybe, just maybe, 

 

 

not too long ago, I spent a good bit of time on ancestry.com which is a website 

that collects genealogies and allows people to link them together, thereby 

creating more and more detailed genealogies. You can find out some surprising 

things. For example, the family lore always talked about 3 brothers who came 

entire US, descended from these three brothers. But through ancestry.com, I 

German.  But they were actually Swiss. And two of the brothers were twins

which, by the way, greatly complicates research on ancestry.com, because 

one of the ways the website links things together and 

standardized 200 years ago, it corrects for spelling errors and so on by matching 

birthdate and location. So these twin brothers kept getting cross-referenced 

and their lines crossed.   

It can be fascinating stuff, tracking down your family tree and following it back 

through the ages and across countries.  

But many people find that sort of thing tedious and pointless, especially the 

further and further away you get from the people you know.  

really the same kind of genealogies. First of all, genealogies in the Bible are more 
than just a family tree they represent treaties and blessings and connections 

and stories stories the people were part of.  

There are actually two different genealogies for Jesus in the Bible, one in 

Matthew and one in Luke.   

They agree on a couple of key points: Jesus is a descendant of Abraham and 

Sarah virtually every Jewish person at this time 

traced their lineage to Abraham and Sarah or at least considered themselves 

as descendants. Jewish people, especially at this time, were not known for 

taking in converts a Jew was generally born into the religion.  

The second thing these two genealogies agree on is that Jesus was a 

descendant of David.  And that is also significant because King David was the 

greatest king Israel ever knew and when people thought of the best times for 

Israel, the Golden Era, it was Dav  
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But the lists are different in some significant ways too. Luke begins with Jesus and 

goes backwards all the way to Adam making the point that Jesus is the 

second Adam, a second chance a do-over, if you will.  

 version, on the other hand, starts with Abraham and comes forward. 

It counts 14 generations from Abraham to David, 14 from David to the 

Abraham, up to David, from David down to exile and then back up again, to 

Jesus. In the course of that journey, there are some very interesting people. Now 

genealogies in the Bible trace through the male line that is, father to son, 

father to son. So we have Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, for example. But in 

5 women.  In the video, they 

were the pink ornaments on the tree. One of the things to know when you are 

trying to understand the Bible is to take notice when something changes or 

when there is something different. God created for six days and on the seventh 

day God rested the Sabbath is significant.  

Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary. Tamar once pretended to be a prostitute in a 

strange tale of family dysfunction. Rahab was a prostitute and a Gentile in 

Jericho who assisted the Jews in taking over the city when they moved into the 

Promised Land. Ruth is a wonderful story you may remember her as the one 

who said, where you go I will go, your people will be my people, your Go will be 

my God. She was a Moabite Moabites though were to be excluded from the 

assembly of the Lord to the 10th 

great-grandmother.  

And then there is Bathsheba the woman David saw on the rooftop and 

wanted.  Interestingly, she is listed in the genealogy, although not by her name 

but by the relationship she had with her first husband

David had killed and whose name is in the genealogy but who is not part of the 

genetic line.  

These are interesting women they are not who you might expect in the 

genealogy of the king of kings. King David yes. King Solomon, sure. But these 

women? Tamar, Ruth, the wife of Uriah? No, they are not who you would 

expect. And of course, let us not forget Mary a young woman, engaged but 

not married, having a child and not the child of her fiancé. These are 5 

standards.  

So what does it say about Jesus? What does it say about God?  

It says that to God there is no such thing as unacceptable. People are not 

are 5 very surprising, one might even call them, bad girls of the Bible.  
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because then we come to the shepherds. Again these are 

not the cream of society. We may forget that sometimes. The Bible talks so often 

of shepherds. King David was a shepherd, after all, when we first meet him in the 

Bible.  The first significant story is David killing Goliath something he does with 

skills he learned as a shepherd.  

And we talk of Jesus as the Great Shepherd, and many of us can recite the 23rd 

Psalm, the Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.   

So I think now, in the 21st century, we romanticize shepherd and do not 

understand how they were seen in Biblical times. But shepherds were nomadic. 

property went to the older son. And they moved their flocks from one feeding 

ground to another. They lived largely outdoors, with the animals.  

So in many ways they were like gypsies or Roma, mistrusted the way many 

those who smell or are dirty are often mistrusted.  Today, they would probably 

be migrant farm workers, perhaps even undocumented workers who cross the 

border seasonally to pick our fruits and vegetables, or to build our homes as 

roofers, and carpenters, and plasterers or landscapers.  

And when someone is mistrusted, they tend to be blamed for everything that 

shepherds. If clothes disappear off the clothesline or food of the shelf, hey the 

shepherd came into town last night, must be them. And from there the mistrust 

and misunderstanding grows.  

were not welcome in town. We see the same thing crime is up, must be the 

migra  

Yet it was among these people, these hard working, but poor shepherds, that 

the angels came and filled the sky with glory and song

day in the city of David a savior w  

The poor and the marginalized have a special place in the Christmas story 

because they have a special place in the ministry of Jesus.  Jesus himself will 

announce when he starts his ministry that he has come to preach good news to 

the poor. Jesus told the rich young ruler to sell all he had and give it to the poor. 

And Jesus said that the nations would be judged by how they treat the poor

who are members of 

my family,  (Matthew 25:40) 

We should not think that this was a change from what God had told the people 

the 

gleanings in the field, that is the crop that were not harvested on the first time 
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through, were to be left for the poor to pick.  All debts were to be forgiven every 

7th year and Deuteronomy provides: If there is among you anyone in need, a 

member of your community in any of your towns within the land that the Lord 

your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted toward your 

needy neighbor.  (Deut 15:7) 

There are many things that are different from Jesus time to our own, but the 

existence of the poor is no different.  

 of extreme poverty of living on less than 

$1.25 a day, as of 2013, roughly 1.3 billion people lived in extreme poverty, 

nearly half live in China and India and 85% live in just 20 countries.  

  

 Many of these people, especially those living in poverty and extreme 

poverty lack access to clean drinking water often due to lack of 

sanitation systems. Almost two in three people lacking access to clean 

water survive on less than $2 a day, with one in three living on less than $1 

a day. 

 In Liberia, for example, 75% of the population does not have access to 

clean drinking water.  

 About 50% of the people in extreme poverty live in sub-Sahara Africa and 

1/3 live in SE Asia.  

This can be hard for us to imagine what that level of poverty is like.  For that 

matter, drive on Las Vegas Boulevard heading toward and into N. Las Vegas 

and see the homeless encampments it can be hard to imagine what that 

life is like. ocuments, 

although many are not, receive subpoverty wages, often below minimum 

wages, averaging less than $8000/year, with living conditions of inadequate 

or nonfunction plumbing, crowded housing, leaking roofs, infestations, lack of 

cooking facilities, and so on.  

sleeping on sidewalks, the people struggling just to survive.   

I saw a video on facebook this week

see it again. It shows a homeless child, without warm clothing, on the street 

being ignored by everyone, until he finally wraps himself in a garbage bag 

and lies down on the concrete. No one helps him.  Everyone just walks by, 

until a homeless man goes up to the boy and give him his coat and gives him 

food and promises to help him. And it reminds us that those society ignores, 

God does not.  
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single moms 

and those struggling to get enough food or find clean water. They live in our 

country, but also across the world.  

for us, well I suppose there are two messages really: 

When we feel that we are the ones on the outside, the ones society rejects, 

story is for us.  

The second message for those who do feel a part of society, for those 
inclined to walk past the homeless person, for those of us who will look the 

other way before we will stop and help, we need to remember, that Jesus 

came for them, Jesus came for the ones we might rather not see. Jesus 

came for the refugee, and the immigrant, and the migrant, and the poor, 

and the ones society says do not belong.  And we need to remember that 

he called us to love them too, and accept them and listen to THEM because 

they are the ones the angels told: For unto you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior who is Christ the Lord.  And so when we light our Advent 

candle this morning let us remember the surprising people. The surprising 

people of Jesus story, and the surprising people God is calling us to love and 

care for.  


