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Let us pray: 

traveling with him for some time maybe some of us are new, but even 

so we are not so very new at this.  We are a little ways out from 

Jerusalem when Jesus asked two of the disciples to go ahead until they 

see a donkey, a colt even, tied up and bring it back.  He even said 

that if anyone asked they were to say the master had need of it.  When 

they brought th

put coats on its back and lifted Jesus up.  He rode toward Jerusalem as 

we walked along side. 

roadway, and the wind.  Then murmurings, getting louder and louder.  

People are gathering, more and more people.  They are throwing palm 

branches and even their cloaks before Jesus.  The entire road is coated 

so that even the donkey does not have to touch the dirt.  And they are 

cheering and y  

Sson 

 

The cheering and the yelling.  We get swept up into it too.  The crowd, 

 

Even the priests and the Pharisees and the Scribes cannot resist.  They too are 

dismayed. They know what this means.  The savior, the Messiah, the one who will 

save us from Roman rule.  The one who will again establish the throne of David

  we mean 

 

And that scares them. If the Romans understand, they will see this as an uprising, 
and maybe punish everyone and so they ask Jesus to tell us to be quiet, to stop 

 

 

Finally it is time. 

Then we round a corner or cross the peak of a hillside and there before us is 

Jerusalem, the holy city.  The temple shines in the sun.  It is a beautiful sight.  It 

chokes me u
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Tears are running down his face and he says:  you, even you, had only 

recognized on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden 

from your eyes.  The city will be leveled, . . .  They will crush you to the ground, 

you and your children within you, and they will not leave within you one stone 

upon another; because you did not recognize the time of your visitation from 

 

What a knife to the heart, we are celebrating the coming of our Messiah, of the 

one who will vanquish our enemies, and Jesus says we do not recognize the 

things that lead to peace and that we, the people of Jerusalem, did not 

recognize when God came to us.  

It makes one think, and perhaps remember the words of the prophets, like 

Zechariah who spoke of a king riding on a colt of a donkey a donkey just as 

Jesus is riding.  What else did the prophet say?  There was more, what was it? 

10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

    and the war-horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

    and he shall command peace to the nations; 

his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 

    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

Suddenly, we see other possibilities.  Instead of a war horse, instead of preparing 

for war, Jesus rides a donkey.  

What a contrast with Herod who, when he enters the city, rides in on a great war 

horse so we do not ever forget the full power of the army behind him.  So we 

know to fear the power of the Roman Empire.  We know to bow to the Roman 

Empire.  

and peace.  

itself of the injustice and oppression of Rome resulting in the destruction of most 

of what Jesus sees as he rides into Jerusalem.  And so he weeps.  

Because his is not an uprising of war and weapons and violence, but an uprising 

of peace. And so he weeps.  

He rides into Jerusalem and to the temple, the very center of Jewish life. And 

there he causes a commotion sending those who sell animals for offerings out 

of the temple.  He drives out those who exchange foreign money for temple 
currency.  He challenges the way things are done, the need for sacrifice and 

the assumption that an opulent and wealthy temple is needed or even 

desirable. He challenges organized religion, especially that which works with the 
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powers of the day and the status quo of society.  He turns to the words of the 

prophets:  

 

     

This, it seems, will be the last straw for those in power.  Their plotting will come to 

a climax this week.  It has been quite a Sunday, a rather remarkable start to the 

week with the parade and entrance into Jerusalem.  It promises to be a quite a 

week ahead as Jesus and the disciples prepare to celebrate the Passover, 

which will come yet this same week. What a start to the week.  

As we finish this day, we ponder what it all means. And Brian McLaren invites us 

 

more hope, more love, mo We Make the Road by Walking, 
150-51)   

Can we today, in our own culture of extravagance and excesses at the 

expense of others, learn the ways of peace?  Can we learn the ways of peace 

in a world where governments seek to stay in power by poisoning masses of 

involved? Where those same children, seeking refuge, were denied and now 

are dead? Can we live into the coming of the kingdom of God even in a culture 

that w  

Can we learn to truly follow a man and God who teaches us to seek first the 

kingdom of God, to love God with all our heart and soul and mind and strength 

and to love our neighbor as ourselves even if that neighbor is our enemy?  

 

 


